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Day 1: Dublin/Shannon Arrival & Welcome  

 

Arrive at the airport before taking your group transfer to Lisheen castle where you will spend the next 7 

days living it up like Kings and Queens while exploring the many wonders that Ireland has to offer. On 

arrival at Lisheen Castle you can settle into your luxurious surroundings and recuperate after your long 

flight before later meeting the owner of the castle in the drawing room for an introduction to Lisheen 

Castle. 

At 7:00pm weôll move across to the formal dining room where a superb 4 course traditional Irish meal 

awaits you prepared by our own chef Miss Ursula Sutton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisheen Castle Dining Room 
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Day 2: Holycross, Cashel & Cahir 

 

A delicious hot full Irish breakfast will be served in the traditional style Kitchen/dining room before 

departing in our luxury coach for our first stop of the morning, the historic Holycross Abbey which was 

once a place of great medieval pilgrimage and has for hundreds of years housed a relic of the true cross. 

http://www.holycrossabbey.ie/ 

 

From Holycross we move south down the country 

road to the historic town of Cashel (Irish: Caiseal, 

meaning "stone ringfort") which is home to the 

iconic Rock of Cashel. The rock was long ago the 

main seat of the high Kings of Ireland and is now 

one of the most spectacular tourist attractions in 

Ireland. Here we will take the tour of the Rock of 

Cashel before stopping in to the renowned Café 

Hans for some light refreshments. 

http://www.cashel.ie/tourism.php?sect=Rock%20Of%20Cashel 

 

After lunch weôll head on down the road again to the heritage town of Cahir, home to one of the largest 

and best preserved medieval castles in Ireland. Cahir Castle is situated on a rocky island in the middle of 

the River Suir. It has featured in two major films, 'Tristan and Isolde' (with Richard Burton) and 'Excalibur', 

which features early screen appearances from Patrick Stewart, Liam Neeson, and Gabriel Byrne. 

Only a short walk from the castle is the 

Swiss cottage located in a walled park of 

some 800 acres at the heart of the Butler of 

Cahir estate. A delightful "cottage orné" built 

in the early 1800s by Richard Butler, 1st 

Earl of Glengall to a design by the famous 

Regency architect John Nash. Its interior 

contains a graceful spiral staircase and 

some elegantly decorated rooms. A fully 

restored National Monument, it has been 

open to the public since 1989. 

http://www.visitcahir.ie/ThingsToSee/Index.html 

 

http://www.holycrossabbey.ie/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ringfort
http://www.cashel.ie/tourism.php?sect=Rock%20Of%20Cashel
http://www.visitcahir.ie/ThingsToSee/Index.html
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After our day of sightseeing weôll return to the 

castle to relax for a while and enjoy a 

scrumptious 4 course evening meal before 

heading out to the Monks pub (OôGormanôs)  

for a traditional Irish music session. Each 

Wednesday a group of local musicians gather 

in OôGormanôs pub to enjoy the craic and play 

traditional music into the early hours of the 

morning. Some nights there can be up to 14 

musicians and there is guaranteed ócraic agus 

ceoilô (fun and music) to be had by all, not to 

mention a good pint or two of Guinness and a chance to meet the locals.      

 

Day 3: Silvermines, Bunratty Castle & Folk Park, Cliffs of Moher 

 

Weôll start the day the usual way with a hearty full Irish breakfast before heading in the direction of the 

West coast of Ireland for one of the most spectacular wonders of Ireland, the Cliffs of Moher. Along our 

way weôll take the scenic route up over the Silvermine mountains which offer breathtaking views down 

over the counties of Tipperary and Limerick, here weôll make a short stop at a high viewing point to take in 

the fresh mountain air and take a few moments to appreciate our surroundings. 

 

From here weôll travel on towards Bunratty 

Castle & Folk Park. Bunratty Castle is the 

most complete and authentic medieval fortress 

in Ireland.  Built in 1425 it was restored in 1954 

to its former medieval splendour and now 

contains mainly 15th and 16th century 

furnishings, tapestries, and works of art which 

capture the mood of those times. Within the 

grounds of Bunratty Castle is Bunratty Folk 

Park where 19th century life is vividly 

recreated. Set on 26 acres, the impressive park 

features over 30 buildings in a ólivingô village 

and rural setting. From here the Blarney woolen mill shop is only next door where we can have some light 

refreshments and a have relaxing look around the craft shop before continuing on to the magnificent Cliffs 

of Moher.  

http://www.shannonheritage.com/Attractions/BunrattyCastleandFolkPark/ 

http://www.shannonheritage.com/Attractions/BunrattyCastleandFolkPark/BunrattyFolkParkandVillageStreet/
http://www.shannonheritage.com/Attractions/BunrattyCastleandFolkPark/BunrattyFolkParkandVillageStreet/
http://www.shannonheritage.com/Attractions/BunrattyCastleandFolkPark/
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The Cliffs of Moher are one of Ireland's 

top Visitor attractions and are a 

designated UNESCO Geo Park. The Cliffs 

are 214m high at the highest point and 

range for 8 kilometres over the Atlantic 

Ocean on the western seaboard of County 

Clare. O'Brien's Tower stands proudly on 

a headland of the majestic Cliffs. From the 

Cliffs one can see the Aran Islands, 

Galway Bay, as well as The Twelve Pins, 

the Maum Turk Mountains in Connemara 

and Loop Head to the South.  

From the cliffs weôll return home to our own castle for another delicious 4 course meal served up in style 

in the formal dining room. 

http://www.cliffsofmoher.ie/ 

 

Day 4: Kilkenny Castle, Kilkenny Design Centre, Brú Ború 

 

As usual weôll start our day off with a traditional Irish 

breakfast before heading for the historical City of 

Kilkenny or óThe Marble cityô as itôs affectionately 

known as. Kilkenny (Irish: Cill Chainnigh, meaning 

"cell or church of Cainnech") is a beautiful city with 

a tremendous sense of character, history and 

culture. Our fist stop will be the the main focal point 

of the city, Kilkenny castle where weôll take the tour 

of this 12th century castle and explore the 

magnificent grounds of the castle nestled right in the 

heart of the city. Directly across the street from Castle is the famous 

Kilkenny design centre.  

 

The Kilkenny Design Centre is situated in what was once the stables 

of historic Kilkenny Castle and is fittingly located adjacent to 

the National Craft Gallery one of Irelandôs most exciting artistic 

venues. The Centreôs unequalled supplier list, drawn from Irelandôs 

most eminent craftspeople and designers, gives visitors a uniquely 

http://www.cliffsofmoher.ie/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cainnech_of_Aghaboe
http://www.ccoi.ie/
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special shopping experience, allowing them to view the best of Irish crafts and design under one roof.  A 

world renowned selection of jewellery, knitwear, celtic gifts, china & crystal, pottery & glass, home & 

fashion accessories and stunning one off contemporary design pieces, are all available. Visitors from 

outside of the EU can avail of highly attractive tax free shopping. After Kilkenny castle guests have the 

rest of the afternoon to explore the quant city centre where you are sure to find lots to interest you 

including shops, pubs and great places to eat. 

 

By now weôll all be ready to return to our own castle to relax for a while before dinner at the castle 

because tonight were heading to Brú Ború, a national cultural centre at the foot of the Rock of Cashel for 

a show not to be missed. The best and most 

talented of musicians, singers and dancers 

are selected to form the resident group who 

perform a cultural show at Brú Ború. Youôll 

enjoy Irish traditional music entertainment 

delivered with verve, colour, panache and 

style. A truly enjoyable evening for all. (This 

show is subject to time of year and runs from 

around 20
th
 June ï 18

th
 Aug and 

supplementary entertainment will be arranged 

if show is not available).    

http://www.bruboru.ie/bruboru/whats_on/programmes/summer_shows/ 

 

Day 5: Waterford Crystal, Dunmore East Fishing Village, Chez Hans Restaurant 

 

 

After breakfast weôre bound for the world famous Waterford 

Crystal where a new visitor centre has recently been opened, 

here we will take the factory tour and before your very eyes, 

you will see red-hot molten crystal take shape, in a miracle of 

light, heat and skill. The craftsmen are meticulous and you can 

watch as they transform glowing balls of molten crystal into 

elegant shapes with skills that have made two hundred years of 

perfection clearly visible in every piece.  

http://www.waterfordvisitorcentre.com/ 

http://www.bruboru.ie/bruboru/whats_on/programmes/summer_shows/
http://www.waterfordvisitorcentre.com/
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After a light lunch we travel on further 

East to the picturesque Fishing 

Village of Dunmore East (Irish: An 

Dún Mór Thoir). Dunmore East has to 

be one of Ireland's best kept 

secrets.....a little gem of a fishing 

village perched on the cliff edge. In all 

its idleness and beauty, this place 

is sure to captivate your mind, body 

and soul.  

 

 

After taking in the breathtaking views from 

Dunmore East weôll head back in the direction 

of Cashel for our evening meal which tonight 

will be enjoyed at the foot of the Rock of 

Cashel at award winning Chez Hans 

Restaurant, in my opinion one of the best 

restaurants that Ireland has to offer and an 

Irish culinary experience not to be missed. 

http://www.chezhans.net/weekday.html 

 

Day 6: The Vee Gap, Ardmore, Cobh County Cork 

 

Today were cork bound and after breakfast weôll start out our day by taking a scenic drive over the Vee. 

The Vee Gap in the Knockmealdown Mountains is a spectacular scenic route connecting picturesque 

West Waterford with South Tipperary over the 

Knockmealdown Mountains, it offers panoramic 

views, rocky paths and rugged mountain scenery 

to sightseeers. Local tradition holds that the Vee 

road with its dramatic hairpin bend was 

constructed as a famine relief work scheme 1846-

7. The old stone hut near the Gap provided shade 

for sweating horses after the steep ascent while 

their owners alighted to take the air at Bay Lough. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
http://www.chezhans.net/weekday.html
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The historic town of Lismore County Waterford is 

situated at the end of the Vee drive where weôll 

make a short stop to admire its magnificent castle 

before moving on to the coastal village of 

Ardmore, County Waterford. 

 

 

 

 

Ardmore (Irish: Aird Mhór, meaning "Great Height") is a fishing 

village in County Waterford, Ireland, not far from Youghal on the 

south coast of Ireland. Ardmore is believed to have been the first 

Christian settlement in Ireland. St. Declan established an abbey here 

in the 4th or 5th century. Currently, a unique and well-preserved 

round tower and Cathedral remains. Ardmore is situated on a cliff on 

the south coast of Ireland and offers beautiful views. 

 

 

 

 

 

After enjoying all that Ardmore has to offer weôll travel south down along the coast a short distance further 

to historic maritime town of Cobh (pronounced KOHV,  Irish: an Cóbh). The Heritage Town of Cobh is 

located on Great Island, which is in a prominent position at the heart of Cork Harbour. The town has a 

proud maritime heritage. Cobh was the main embarkation point for the millions of Irish who left these 

shores in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries in 

search of a better life. Cobh was the final stop off for the 

doomed Titanic on its fatal voyage; 123 passengers 

boarded the ship in Cobh. Cobh is also the final resting 

place of many of the victims of the Lusitania sinking in 

1915. Here we will visit the Cobh heritage centre and 

embark on a voyage discovery concerning Irelands 

great history of emigration and Cobhs great maritime 

history and historical attachment to the Titanic and 

Lusitania. 

http://www.cobhheritage.com/index2.html 

This evening weôll return to castle to enjoy our 4 course evening meal in the dining room of the castle.  


